PD10 - Interpretations of PD 10 Discussion

Post by “Cassius” of January 20, 2021 at 6:51 AM

Quote from Godfrey

It seems, though, that there is a way that an individual Epicurean approaches life that
would inform or influence how an Epicurean might engage in political thought and
discussion and that this would not lead to any particular positions on specific issues.

| agree with most of what you wrote Godfrey, in the sense that different people in different
circumstances are going to find that Epicurean viewpoints lead in different directions according
to their circumstances. But | do that that application of Epicurean viewpoints to a specific
individual does lead that individual to make conclusions about social behavior. And though it
may sound like another word-splitting exercise, | don't think there's a bright line between
political action and social action. PD39 and PD40 seem to me to have direct social implications
that would be pretty much indistinguishable from political implications -- but the point remains
that different people will choose to order their affairs toward these goals in different ways.

The rules against political discussion in the forum don't exist because each of us don't have
political/social interests, but because we can know going into the discussion that our interests
are not the same, and may even be very divergent or even hostile. We're voluntarily putting
those aspects of life aside for the sake of the longer-term and greater goal of the benefit we get
from pursuing the philosophy with like-minded people. | would say that "like-minded in
philosophy" will frequently, but not always, lead to "political" and "social" agreement. For better
or worse the more we spread out geographically and culturally and economically and in many
different ways the more that our specifically political decisions would likely differ.

| underlined that this would not lead to any particular positions on specific issues. because |
would qualify that by saying that this would not lead to any particular positions on specific
issues that would apply to everyone.
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