PD10 - Interpretations of PD 10 Discussion

Post by “Don” of January 18, 2021 at 9:28 AM

Quote from Cassius

Yes this is the key "if it was a true bliss pill as advertised, then it would provide reliable
pleasure." | understand you (Don) are unwilling to entertain that as a hypothetical so
really the issue becomes are you suggesting we draw a bright line against all
hypotheticals for which we have never seen an actual instance? | can see that being a
reasonable position to entertain but | would think that would have far reaching
implications that would require scrutiny.

We posted over each other =
| guess | *am* willing to entertain the hypothetical or | wouldn't continue to discuss =

| just think there are some sloppy definitions at work when it comes to the bliss pill / existence
machine. Not necessarily here, but people throw out this amorphous objection to pleasure and
expect us to entertain it. It's a straw man in many ways.

| continue to ask things like:

How does it work? Does it substitute its decisions for mine? Does it make me feel pleasure
where - objectively - | should feel pain (e.g., getting my arm trapped in a hay baler)?

There's too much wiggle room. Saying "it works as advertised" doesn't mean anything. Without
knowing details, the question is meaningless. That's why I'm convinced it's like asking "Which
would you rather smell forever: dragon tears or unicorn sweat?" Again, the question is
meaningless. For me, it's the same as my objection to uploading my mind to a computer. "Who
owns the hardware? How hackable is the hardware and software? Where is it housed? Who has
access to my upload and what can they do with it?" Just saying "it'd be like being alive. You
wouldn't know the difference." Well, | would if | started seeing ads in front of me constantly.
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