Thinking About Epicurean Viewpoints Such As The
Eternal / Infinite Universe, And How To Discuss Them

Post by “Don” of January 11, 2021 at 8:03 AM

One caveat off the top of my head: We have to be careful about calling what Epicurus and the
ancient Greeks did "science." They wrote and thought about things that we would group under
the heading of "science" but they weren't "doing science." They called their pursuits
"physiology" (to anglicize their term) - the study of nature writ large, @0olwc (physis)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Physis?wprov=sflal. They observed and thought about how the
natural world works - including the whole cosmos - but calling it "science" places undue burden
on their obligation to be "right." It sets up an unfair comparison where people can be smug and
denigrate and deride how much they "got wrong." We need to look at their accomplishments in
context and appreciate why they thought what they did. "Proto-science" or the precursor of
science, but not "science."
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