
Natural versus Unnatural
Post by “Cassius” of December 30, 2020 at 11:02 AM

Yes I agree with that observation. The Stoics seem to be looking for "answers" as if every
decision in life has a set standard answer and all they have to do is find the magic words or
patterns to follow and all will be well.

To start from the perspective that there are in fact no standard answers and patterns is a very
very different perspective. And it's not going to the opposite extreme of saying that everything
is chaotic and that there's no way to predict outcomes. Rather it's observing that nature works
according to set principles (deriving from the elemental particles) and that those principles are
not uniformly ordered by a divine being but rather by a context which can to a large extent be
observed and intelligently navigated.

In trying to put all this together in my head I keep coming back to the need to be grounded in
the basic nature of the universe but then after that to become a part of a community of
"friends" (like-minded people) with whom you're regularly interacting to check your own
observations plus to carry out the day to day activities of life among people with whom you
enjoy interacting and whose presence helps you feel how life is worthwhile.
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