Philodemus On Piety

Post by “Don” of December 11, 2020 at 11:47 PM

Skimming through on a Friday night. Reading the actual text translations and a little
commentary. First impressions:

Fascinating but fragmentary.

Still enough continuous text to be understandable in parts.

Jury still out on idealist vs realist debate; have to dig in on that

Overall organization of Philodemus's On Piety:

1. Arguments for the gods

2. Observance of cult and ritual (This section was especially interesting and unexpected)
3. Harms and benefits from the gods

4. The origin of atheism and justice

There followed criticism of poets and mythographers and then Philosophers representations of
the gods.

This isn't easy going. Dense and footnote-filled. But a pleasurable experience so far! More to
come...
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