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Quote from Don

(1) There is no supernatural creator of the cosmos (The cosmos began and is sustained
by the interplay of atoms and void), and (2) The gods have no interest in "governing"
the cosmos nor in having interaction with humans.

Since I seem to be doing my best to extend and prolong minute details, here is another such
comment:

I fully agree with item one and think it is very clear with no real room for ambiguity or
confusion. Everything in Epicurean philosophy points to that conclusion and the philosophy
would be nothing without that conclusion.

As to item two, I agree but would state these caveats:

First, I think we always have to be careful with the term "the gods" because (1) the Epicurean
definition is very contrary to modern prevailing understanding of the attributes of such beings,
and (2) we don't have as much information as we would like to be sure what they did mean. Did
they consider Zeus and Venus and Mars to be the actual beings who are supposedly in the
intermundia, or not? I think there's a good chance that they considered Zeus and Venus and
Mars to be figments of human imagination rather than actual examples of the gods they
thought lived in the intermundia, while at the same time holding that their versions of gods do
in fact exist in the intermundia, just like they specifically held life to exist in other parts of the
universe besides earth.

Second, yes it would have to be true that the gods in the intermundia have no interest in
governing the cosmos or having interaction with humans, and yes it remains true that there are
no supernatural creators over the universe of any kind. I don't think however that rules out by
any means that there may be other phenomena/beings that are currently undiscovered that we
may come into contact with who are not supernatural, and not "gods" by our Epicurean
definition, but who are essentially space aliens or other phenomena such as we would appear
to life on other planets. So I personally leave open the possibility that there are lots of other
undiscovered phenomena, but in order to consider them as reasonably possible the suggestion
would need to be "verifiable" in some ordinary way over time and between numbers of people
and perhaps other criteria to eliminate fraud.
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